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2019 was an outstanding year for 
Tennyson Center for Children. 

We celebrated a milestone by 
graduating our first high school student 
from Tennyson’s school. We grew 
our community of brilliant, engaged 
supporters. We saw tremendous 
impact throughout Tennyson, 
from reduced police contacts and 
hospitalizations (that in effect saves 
Coloradans money) to enormous 
educational and therapeutic gains for 
children and families in our Residential, 
Day Treatment, and Community-Based 

Services programs. And, we officially launched Rewiring, a five-year 
collaborative initiative focused on early intervention and prevention to 
keep families safely together and to reduce the number involved with 
the child welfare system. These are big victories for the kids and families  
supported by Tennyson.

But above all else, we succeeded in showing up and doing what’s best 
for kids and families—day in and day out—with strength, purpose, and 
dedication. 

None of that would have been possible without our supporters, our 
Board, and our incredible staff. 

As we honor all of our triumphs from the previous year, we embrace 
the new world that is now upon us. We will lean into the complexities 
and challenges that 2020 has brought—together. I know our staff and 
community will continue to shine, using out-of-the-box problem solving 
that create new pathways to healing, and by demonstrating exceptional 
courage—all in the name of a brighter future for kids, families, and our 
great state.

Tennyson was built for precisely this moment, with staff, Board, and our 
supporters rushing towards those who need us most in this COVID-19 
landscape because we never, never leave families experiencing trauma 
behind.

Thank you for your engagement and your support. You are part of what 
makes Tennyson great. 

My deepest thanks,

Ned Breslin
President and CEO
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Board of Directors
Jody Alderman
Susan Aldridge
Justin Apt
Matt Baldner 
Joan Bell-Haynes
Reggie Chapman
Rebecca Franciscus
Dr. Sheryl Gonzalez Ziegler

Caleb Hester
Laura Love
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Doug Reeb
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Remy Spreeuw
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Kathryn Arbour 
Chief Operating Officer

Kari Chapman 
Chief Financial Officer 

Andrea Zediker  
Chief Marketing & Development Officer
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Chief Strategy Officer
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ZOMA Fellow

Rebecca Durbahn 
Vice President Campus Programs

Meridith Shuman 
Vice President Community-Based Programs
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Tennyson Center for Children has served Colorado’s most 
severely neglected, abused, and traumatized children since 
1904. 

•	 A safe, stable home for kids 5-18 who are facing critical 
circumstances and need residential care;

•	 �An accredited, therapeutic K-12 school with a 3:1 student-
to-staff ratio on our campus; and

•	 �In-home and community services in 15 counties across 
the state to provide preventative services and therapy to 
strengthen families with children aged 0 to adulthood. 

In 2019, we began leading a collaborative statewide 
initiativecalled Rewiring, which seeks to ensure that families 
remain safely together and eventually reduce the number of 
children and families involved with the child welfare system.



Rewiring

Rewiring strategically deploys public and 
private funds to ultimately yield a system that 
prevents children and families from having 
to “get worse” before becoming eligible to 
receive the help they need. Shifting dollars 
from high-cost, late-stage interventions to 
lower-cost, preventative support will save 
money and will improve outcomes for kids, 
families, and society.

Rewiring drives this radical system update 
through targeted programmatic and 
financial support to advance a system of 
child wellbeing that:

• �Promotes health and wellbeing for 
children by providing consistent, 
universally available support to all families 
to help them thrive (what is commonly 
referred to as primary prevention);

• �Provides the right support at the right 
time to those who may be at risk of child 
welfare involvement (what is commonly 
referred to as secondary prevention); and

• �Provides support to families who do need 
to utilize child welfare that ensures a 
sustainable exit from the system.
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PHILANTHROPY

HOW IT
WORKS

Hours 
24 100% SUCCESSFUL

OUTREACH

FAMILIES APPROVED FOR 
IN-HOME THERAPEUTIC & 
FAMILY SUPPORT SERVICES
ENTER THE NKW PROGRAM 

BASIC SERVICES PROVIDED WITHIN

ANNUAL
SAVINGS

TO COLORADO
MEDICAID

BILLING

219,000 $
$

Hours 
20

$2,300 Per Kid
Fewer clinical hours = 

SAVINGS
MINIMUM

$8,500 Per Kid

IS NOW

16%
84%

STARTED AS PHILANTHROPY100%
No Kid Waits

11%
SAVING

Prepares families 
for more intensive  

in-home therapeutic 
  & support services.

11% of families who
received basic  

services did NOT   
need more   

intensive services  

TRAUMA REDUCED
BILLIONS OF DOLLARS SAVED

CHILD WELFARE RADICALLY REFORMED

*Annual savings data is an estimated value

*

Imagine being a 
parent whose family 
is struggling because 
the trauma your child 
has experienced is 
unresolved.

You finally get 
someone to say: 
“We can help with 
in-home therapeutic 
and family support 
services - but we 
have a wait list, and 
it will take at least 
6 weeks before 
we can assign a 
clinician to come.”

6 weeks or more is 
too long! There’s a 
better way:
No Kid Waits

No Kid Waits

 *Annual savings data is an estimated value
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Imagine being a parent, your family is struggling, the trauma your child is experiencing is unresolved.  
You finally get approved but it will take at least 6 weeks to receive services.

6 weeks or more is too long! There’s a better way.
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“Lisa Leimberman-Wang once said, ‘You’re not your mistakes. They are what you did not 
who you are.’  
          
Hi! My name is Sammie and you might recognize me because this is actually my third year 
of participating in the Speech Contest here at Tennyson. In previous years, I spoke about 
some really dark things that were going on in my life. 
 
I lost a friend to suicide after being cyber-bullied. I also talked about the effects of social 
media on body image and self-worth. Doing the speech contest was a great way for me to 
summarize those experiences.  

Today, I would like to talk to you about turning 18. I had a set picture of what 18 was 
supposed to look like. I thought I would have everything together; I would know 
everything. I was going to be able to leave my home, where I was constantly being put 
down, not supported, and made to feel like a failure. The world was going to make sense, 
and everything would come easy. But I was wrong.

Turning 18 was harder than I expected. I have more responsibilities, which I expected, but I 
also have way more freedoms. Honestly, the freedoms are harder than the responsibilities. 
Being able to ’do more things’ means that I have way more chances to fall back into bad 

habits. I have to remember that my 
choices have consequences and 
those consequences are major now.  
When I was a kid, violence was one 
of the ways I dealt with my feelings. 

Now I know that becoming violent could land me in jail. I have had to try and use more 
empathy and sympathy to deal with other people. It helps me to remember that maybe 
they are having a bad day and I should give them a break. Doing that allows me to see 
them differently, which then helps me see myself differently. Remember: ‘You are not your 
mistakes.’

Since turning 18 I’ve left my family’s home. I spent my first week living with a friend, and 
she quickly became really toxic. I could have stayed and fallen down the path that my 
family always thought I would. There were drugs in the home, she didn’t work or go to 
school. Although I thought she was a good friend—we had plenty of life experiences in 
common—she was not the type of person I want surrounding me. I knew this wasn’t the 
place I wanted to live.  

This is not how I expected it would be. People told me I would be a dropout, that I would 
end up like my bio mom, who was a drug addict. All my messages were negative. When 
you hear something for long enough, you start to believe it. I looked at this ‘friend’ and 
realized this was not how I wanted to live my life. 

The New Me! By Sammie

Each year, Tennyson students participate in a speech contest judged by members of the 
National Speakers Association. The speeches consistently inspire and touch hearts. The 
following speech from Sammie is this year's winning high school speech.

FY19 Annual Report | Page 6



FY19 Annual Report | Page 7

Then one day I was here at Tennyson in a staffing and I really wanted 
to just run away and stop hearing what they were saying. I had missed 
over a month of school and, because of my behaviors, they were trying 
to force me to stay at Tennyson. I started to think that I wasn’t going to 
achieve anything. I literally told everybody that I was going to drop out, I 
was done with school, and I had absolutely no hope. 

Miss Djuana pulled me out of that staffing and said, ‘Have you started 
thinking about your capstone project?’ I didn’t even know what that was. 
She explained that it is something you do when you are graduating and, 
honestly, I hadn’t even thought about graduating. Remember—I thought 
I wasn’t worthy of that. But Miss Djuana made it clear that I was actually 
really close to graduation. That it was totally possible for me, and I 
suddenly had a goal. This was my life changing moment! I knew I didn’t 
have to be defined by my mistakes or by what others thought of me. I 
found a confidence in my own skin that I had never felt. I felt proud and 
successful. I could see that the negative words of others were just that: 
words. But my actions showed that I was worthy of graduation and a 
successful life.  

I made the responsible choice to leave my toxic friend, and now I am 
living with another friend and his family. Things feel better here. For the 
first time in my life, I feel like I belong. They support my choices, they 
encourage me to do well. They remind me that they are here for me and 
want the best for me. They are supporting me in getting a car, going 
to college, and being the kind of adult I always wanted to be. Every 
day, they tell me that I am worthy of a good life. My capstone project is 
coming out amazing! I’m so excited for it!

For the first time ever, I have hope.  

I remember sitting here last year listening to Don talk about his 
childhood and how he found success in a speech contest. I am so proud 
to tell you that, because I found my own self-worth and believed in 
myself instead of what others thought of me, on May 27th I will become 
a member of the graduating class of 2020.  
   
Sky is the limit for me!” 

"Sky is the limit for me!"



AGENCY STATISTICS

FY 19 Age Groups

30%

30%

35%

5%

Early Childhood  (0-5) Elementary (6-11) Middle School (12-14) High School (15-18)

FY19 Ethnicities

10%

21%

47%

6%

1%

14%

1%

Native American African American Asian Ri-Racial
Caucasian Hispanic / Latino Multi-Racial

Enrollment (903)
Demographics

Bi-Racial
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Results

Economic Impact

Our clinicians prioritize building an extended ecosystem to wrap around clients and families during 
times of crisis, including crisis centers, hospitals, and others. Our clinical teams work to ensure that 
these resources are used effectively and support the healing and stabilization of clients. Because of 
the severity of the issues our kids and families face, they sometimes need to access the kind of care 
that only a hospital can provide.

Campus TotalsStatistic

% Who Avoided Hospitalization

% Who Avoided Police Contact

% Who Exited to a Permanent Family

County TotalsStatistic

% Who Avoided Hospitalization

% Who Avoided Police Contact

% Who Maintained School Placement

% Who Stayed in their homes

89%

83%

67%

90%

85%

91%

93%

Tennyson provides tremendous clinical support to families across Colorado, all with the intent 
of helping children and families heal together, in their communities and in their homes. While 
hospitalization is, at times, an appropriate use of resources, it is also important to note the 
estimated economic impact of avoiding hospitalization.

•	 �$5.6M* per year in avoided hospitalizations;
•	 �No Kid Waits converted 84% of philanthropic dollars into public funding; and
•	 $1.3M per year in avoided police contacts.



Revenue

12%

5%

32%

51%

Children & Family Revenue Contributions & Grants
Investment Income Other Income
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Revenue

12%

5%

32%

51%

Children & Family Revenue Contributions & Grants
Investment Income Other Income

Expenses

10%

11%

79%

Program Expenses General & Admin Fundraising

Revenue*

Expenses

*Other income includes $1.878m of insurance proceeds 
from hail storm damage. These proceeds will be invest-
ed in the campus during FY19.

Children & Family Revenue
Contributions & Grants
Investment Income
Other Income*
Total Revenue

$8,249,509
$5,273,136

$776,948
$1,954,780

$16,254,373

Program Expenses
General & Admin
Fundraising
Total Expenses

$10,706,524
$1,541,474

$1,372,080
$13,620,078



THANK YOU!
Thank you to our major donors! Without all of our 

generous donors, our work would not be possible. 

Presenting
Zoma Foundation
The Colorado Health Foundation
Colorado Department of Education
Louann Benbow
Piton Foundation at Gary Community 
Investments
Rocky Mountain Human Services
Robert and Kathy Clark
Denver Active 20-30 Children's 
Foundation
Stanley and Sandra Sprinkle
The James and Beatrice Salah Charitable 
Trust
The Liniger Fund

Champion
Rose Community Foundation
Brownstein Hyatt Farber & Schreck
Savio House
Tony Grampsas Youth Services
Noble Energy, Inc.
Mason Family Fund
James E. Bowers
Ryan and Kenzie Tracy
Wells Fargo Foundation
LibertyGives Foundation
Tracy Family Foundation
James and Jill Anderson
The Nickless Family Charitable Foundation
Christian Church in Kansas (DOC)
Garry and Annette Lawrenz
Shaun P. Yancey
Anadarko Petroleum Corporation
Bardsley Foundation
Fleming's Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar
The Peyback Foundation
Whiting Oil and Gas Corporation
Dr. N. Russell Stacey
RT Specialty
SRC Energy

Sustainer
OppenheimerFunds, Inc
Patriot Constructors
William and Judith Wolpert
Linda S. Darling
DBC Irrigation Supply
Floyd and Joanne Murray
ACK Construction
Colorado Division of Criminal Justice
Joey and Lindsey Abdullah
Jody and John Alderman
Community First Foundation
Kathy Carrington

Justin Apt and Charlotte Meade
US Bank Foundation
Independent Financial
Lockton Companies, LLC
Diana Bittner
Mile High Outdoor Advertising
Discount Tire
5280 Magazine
Don D. Brewer
Margaret J. Stookesberry
McKee Family Foundation
Scott and Stacey Sprinkle
Ted and Heather Brown
Robert A. Swanson
Mary D. Holleman
Christine and Paul Duncan
Sally A. Hapner
Howard and Rose Kast
John F. Koehler
Marguerite Moneghan
Richard and Sharon Post
Sean and Stacey Sprinkle
Morgan Veldheer
Thomas and Nonie Willisch
Chris Younger
American West Construction, LLC
Bohemian Foundation
EZE Foundation
Friedery Family Foundation
Great Western Operating
Holland Family Charitable Fund
NSA Foundation
PDC Energy
Rite Aid Foundation KidCents
The Ryan and Genevieve Tedder 
Foundation
The Virginia W. Hill Foundation
Guy and Linda Beutelschies
GroundFloor Media
Elaine and Mike Stahl
William and Marilyn Plummer
Rachel Reyes
Leprino Foods Company
Robert and Judith Cooper
Ramey and Amy Martin
Geraldine and Robert Norris
Deviree Vallejo and Dan Brown
FourPoint Energy
Chris & Joy Dinsdale Family Foundation
First Christian Church (Colorado Springs, 
CO)
Sean and Audra Milius
Delores I. Clark
Schlessman Family Foundation, Inc.
Anna Euser
Link and Brooke Wilfley
Darrell Laing
Brothers BBQ

Kathy A. Parker
Brad Roudebush
Peak Beverage Catering, Inc.
Betty M. Kissinger Designated Fund, 
Estate
George and Gayle Dew
Byron and Beth Freeby
Tim Lindsey
James and Polly Svenson
Madison & Co.
Blanc
Troy and Sondra Reisner
Timberline Church
Ken and Jane Dvorak
Greg Magruder
Kyle and Brooke Fabra
Sara Avery
Dianna Boehner
John and Bonnie Capone
Larry and Cindy Drury
Matthew and Alisha Garth
Stephen and Rachel George
Brad and Deborah Groves
Norman and Myrna Heimer
Christina and Walter Isenberg
Michael and Yun Hui Kehoe
Ed and Gay Kirby
Sarah and Boone Logan
John and Leslie Malone
Nancy S. May
Richard and Donna Murray
Dorothy and Stan New
John F. Patsey
Kurt Reinecke and Lorraine Alcott
Patty and Rick Ross
Colleen H. Smith
Paul and Michelle Stevinson
Ryan Theret
Al and Frances Troppmann
David and Barbara Weaver
James A. Young
Hope Academy
ImageSeller
LPL Financial
Maffei Foundation
Offen Petroleum Inc.
RJ Clark Family Foundation
Ron and Mary Pott Family Foundation
Saint Rita Foundation for Children
The Ladd Foundation
Walter E. Lipe Charitable Trust
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Supporter
Rebecca and Matt Kuusinen
Kim Keaton
William Taylor
Bay Young
First Christian Church (Cheyenne, WY)
First Christian Church (Wray, CO)
Chris E. Erickson
Tyler Holden
Wagner Equipment Co.
Steve O'Neill
Chris Leggee
Stewart and Shirley Bliss
Christopher Koenigs and Jeanne Collopy
Jason and Adria McCool
Denise and John Moore
Craig and Jennifer Stack
BBVA Compass
Ben C. Delatour Foundation
Dentons US LLP
Hall & Evans, LLC
K&G Petroleum LLC
Khadiwala Insurance Services DO, LLC
Kingstone Partners Holdings
Left Hand Brewing Company
Painter Ohrbeck Family Foundation
SERVPRO of Denver East
Twin Star Energy
Emilie and Tripp McLeod
Wheel Pros
FRSTeam by Custom Commerical Fabric 
Restoration Services
Carol Van Lew
Cross Country Mortgage
Canyon Point
Reggie and Linda Fields
Linda Fuchs
David and Patricia Thyfault
Courtyard by Marriott Downtown
Breakthru Beverage
Vince and Kellie Roe
Taylor Wagner
First Christian Church Of North Hollywood
Jennifer Haafke
National Renewable Energy Laboratory
Debra and Phillip Gerkin
Tracker Resources
Jonathan Beegle
The Honorable Mayor Michael B. Hancock
Matthew and Josephine Heron
Martha and James Hoffman
Robert and Katharine Multer

Arin and Johanna Neucks
Frank and Betty Ottesen
Rick and Vi Thorgren
Robert and Lynn Waltman
Eric Williams
Leavenworth Christian Church
The Killen Family Foundation
Scott Harshman
Stanley and Shawn Sprinkle, Jr.
Laura E. Love
Jason and Jenna Meyer
Encore Electric
Pikes Peak Neighbors
Gay and Diana Hatler
Gregg and Joetta Freeby
Slimgenics
Merrill Lynch & Co. Foundation, Inc.
Laramie Energy II LLC
Paul and Kathi Cosgrove
Vera C. Rees
Paul Kenner
Leon Mason and Sheila Ray
Jeanette Bowles
Skip and Angie Weiland
CRMR Foundation
Kari and David Chapman
Joe and Nicole Berg
Roger Ashton and Mary Jennings-Ashton
Lawrence and Carol Davila
Dolores Dayhoff
David Dill
Anthony and Margaret Euser
Lori Halverson
Chris Howes
Meghan O’Donnell
Kirstina Scala
Charles and Katie Shively
Ruth Tilsley
Lori and Ken Tolle
John and Leann Washabaugh
Jonathan Watson
Katrese and Chad Wheeler
Heather and Steve Young
Alderman Bernstein LLC
ANB Bank
Armanino LLP
BrightView
Chubb
Metco Landscape
Olson, Reyes & Sauerwein
RWO Law
Stewart Petroleum Corporation
The Busse Family Foundation

The Forbes M+A Group
Tuchman Family Foundation
Wente Vineyards

We value all gifts from our generous friends. Every dollar matters to children and 
families in Colorado. We greatly appreciate each and every gift we receive. 



Artwork from a Tennyson Center for Children student.


